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Occupational Therapy .
Speech Therapy .

Phone: oy
(919) 928-0204

Fax:

(919) 928-9423

3905 University Drive  *
Durham, NC 27707

Serving children from |
birth to adolescence ,
A
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Using therapy to improve*®
conditions such as:
Delayed Speech
Developmental Coordination.
Disorder .
Speech Impairments
Non-communicative Speech
Oral/Verbal Apraxia .
Language Disorders -
Feeding Difficulties -
Autism /Asperger’s/PDD
Developmental Delay
Cerebral Palsy -
Sensory Integration
Disorders
Sensory Modulation 3
Disorders
Handwriting Impairments
Fine & Gross Motor Delays
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Children with Language Difficulties
View Social Situations Differently

Bonnie Hacker, MHS, OTR/L
Founder / Direcior

It is well established that children with specific language impairment (SLI) are susceptible to
academic, psychological, social, and behavioral difficulties that can persist into adolescence
and even into adulthood when the SLI is not addressed.”® Late talkers identified at age two
trend 48% more likely to have clinically significant dis-
turbed emotions and behaviors at age 17.>  Peer rejec-
tion and reduced social competence are also associated
with SLI.27 What is not fully established is the degree to
which the social challenges occur adaptively or as a result
of an underlying deficit in social cognition. Mariko Ho-
sozawa, MD and colleagues shed some light on this ques-
tion in their study recently published in Pediatrics.’

Building on studies of speech processing in autism, the
researchers showed scenes from children’s TV program-
ming to a group of 66 very young children comprised of
typically developing children (TD), children with specific
language impairment (SLI), and children with autism spec-
trum disorder (ASD). Using a remote eye-tracker system,
researchers were able to analyze the gaze patterns of the
children. As demonstrated in earlier studies, children
with ASD were inattentive to the faces of speakers and tended to ignore social cues. Both
the TD children and children with SLI focused on the faces of speakers. However, children
with SLI tended to fixate on the mouths of speakers. TD children looked back and forth be-
tween the mouths and the eyes. Consistent with other audiovisual perception studies, TD
children watch the eyes of speakers and shift their attention to the mouths according to the
complexity of speech.

This research suggests that children with SLI give significantly more focus to the mouths of
speakers to compensate for deficits in language processing. The drawback of this compensa-
tion strategy is that the eyes provide abundant emotional and social cues. Since children
with SLI will be missing this input from eye contact, it is possible that the mouth-fixation be-
havior results in increasingly stunted development of social skills. This observation under-
scores the importance of early intervention when children are missing developmental
milestones. Speech therapy has repeatedly been shown to produce short-term and long-term
improvements in children with primary impairments of speech and language.""12 When you
detect signs of delayed speech and language development, please tell parents about Emerge
- A Child’s Place.

The Fun Place for Therapy

At Emerge, children find skilled therapists, colorful surroundings, and lots of
toys and playful equipment. In general, Emerge is a place children like at first
sight and look forward to visiting again. Important therapy has never been so
much fun. ‘

Please tell parents about Emerge - A Child’s Place
Believing in a Child’s Potential to Flourish
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